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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments, see Amendment, filed 07/16/2009, with respect to Double 
Patenting Rejection have been fully considered and are persuasive. The Double Patenting 
Rejection of previous Office Action made on 04/16/2009 has been withdrawn. 

Since independence claim 1 is allowed. The withdrawn claims 3,5-18 have been rejoined 
to independence claim 1. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1, 3, 5-18 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 1 (line 16), "the contour reconstruction filter" should be changed to —the contour- 
reconstruction-filter — . 

Claim 1 (lines 20-21), "application of the colour-reconstruction filter" should be changed 
to —application of a color-reconstruction filter 

Claim 5 (line 1), "The method as claimed in claim 4" should be changed to —The method 
of claim 1— . 

Claim 7 (line 1), "The method as claimed in claim 14" should be changed to —The 
method of claim 1— . 

Claim 15 (line 1), "reconstruction-f- ilter" should be changed to —reconstruction-filter--. 
Claim 16 (line 4), "the product" should be changed to —the computer program product—. 
Claim 16 (line 5), "a computing system of a camera" should be changed to —the 
computing system of the camera—. 
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Claim 17 (line 2), "a computing system of a camera" should be changed to —the 
computing system of the camera--. 

Claim 17 (line 3), "program product as claimed in claim 18"" should be changed to 
—program product as claimed in claim 16--. 

Claims 3, 5-18 are objected as being dependent from claim 1. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 15, 17, 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Since claim 1 5 is an improper hybrid claim calling for both an apparatus and the method 
step of using the apparatus, claim 15 is indefinite under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph. See 
MPEP 217.05(p). As both an apparatus and method are claimed in the same claim, it is vague 
and confusing as to what the meets and bounds of the claim set forth. 

Claim 17 is vague and indefinite because it is not clear that the computing system and/or 
semiconductor device execute or store the computer program product. 
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Claim 1 8 is vague and indefinite because it is not clear that the limitation "an image 
sensor" recited in claim 18 is the same limitation "image sensor" in claim 1 (claim 18/16/1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

5. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claim 15 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
neither a "process" nor a "machine," but rather embraces or overlaps two different statutory 
classes of invention. See MPEP 2173.05(p). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 1, 3, 5-14, 16 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 

Regarding claim 1 , the prior art of the record fails to show or fairly suggest a method for 
signal processing, wherein the method comprises the steps of: 

weighting the red-and/or the blue-pixel by a green-parameter, and applying the contour 
reconstruction filter by multiplying pixels of the array by contour reconstruction filter 
coefficients after weighting by the green parameter and summing the multiplied pixels into one 
output-pixel, and wherein the method comprises centering the output-pixel in the array, and 
applying the contour-reconstruction-filter in parallel with application of the colour- 
reconstruction filter to the pixels. 

Claims 3, 5-14, 16 are allowed as being dependent from claim 1. 
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Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LUONG T. NGUYEN whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7315. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30AM - 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, DAVID L. OMETZ can be reached on (571) 272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/LUONG T NGUYEN/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2622 
11/08/09 



